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Home Telephone: 616/874-6118 
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 cnlapekes@varnumlaw.com  
Assistants' Telephone: 616/336-6417 
 616/336-6406 
 
 
 
 
Educati   Chicago Kent College of Law 

Chicago, Illinois 
J.D., 1980 

 
Stanford University 
Stanford, California 
M.S., magna cum laude, Electrical Engineering, 1970 

 
Bradley University 
Peoria, Illinois 
B.S., summa cum laude, Electrical Engineering, 1969; Omicron Delta Kappa, Phi Kappa 
Phi, Sigma Tau, Tau Beta Pi, Eta Kappa Nu honor societies 

 
Legal 
   Employment  Varnum   

Grand Rapids, Michigan  1980 
Partner 

 
Admitted to Practice:   
All Michigan State Courts, before the CAFC 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

 
Practice  
   Areas Represents both vendors and users in contract negotiations and litigation for computer- 

related systems, copyright and trademark protection issues for computer programs, 
development of corporate programs for proprietary protection of company technology,  

   and patent protection for computer-related and other advanced technology inventions 
 
Professional 
   Affiliations State Bar of Michigan (Computer Law; Intellectual Property, Past President) 
 
 Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers  
 
 American Intellectual Property Law Association 
 
 Computer Law Association  
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  Data Processing Management Association (West Michigan Chapter, Past President and 

 Secretary) 
 

Thomas M. Cooley Law School (Computer Law Adjunct Professor, 1984 - Present) 
 
Publications and 
   Presentations  Speaker: 
 

"Foreign Licensing of Software, including International Joint Ventures."  Second Annual 
Spring Seminar, Computer Law Section, State Bar of Michigan and U.S. Department of 
Commerce; Detroit, Michigan (Spring, 1988) 
 
"State of the Law in Computer Law."  Annual Convention, State Bar of Michigan; 
Detroit, Michigan (Fall, 1988) 

 
"Trade Secret Issues in Software Licensing Agreements."  I.C.L.E. Conference on 
Computer-Related Agreements; Ann Arbor, Michigan (Winter, 1988) 

 
Author: 

 
Co-Author with John McGarry, "Patent Eligibility of Computer-Related Inventions in the 
Wake of Diehr," University of Detroit Journal of Urban Law, Volume 59, No. 1 (Fall 
1981) 

 
 


