
RICHARD D. RATHBURN  
 
 
Contact Information 
 
E-mail:   rdrathburn@varnumlaw.com 
Office Telephone: 616/336-6584 
Office Facsimile:  616/336-7000 
Home Telephone:  616/866-2328 
Assistant:  Ruth Reickard 
Assistant E-mail:  rereickard@varnumlaw.com 
Assistant Telephone: 616/336-6802 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Education  Wayne State University Law School 

Detroit, Michigan 
LL.M. - 1965 

 
Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, Michigan  
B.S., Accounting - 1962 
Omicron Delta Kappa Honors Fraternity 

 
Legal 
   Employment  Varnum  

Grand Rapids, Michigan  1998 
Counsel 
 
Ernst & Young, LLP  
Grand Rapids, Michigan Office 
Partner in Charge of Taxation, 1976 - 1998 
Associate, 1968 - 1976  

 
Practice 
   Areas   Taxation; Mergers and Acquisitions; General Business; Executive Compensation; 

Succession Planning 
 
 
Professional 
   Affiliations  State Bar of Michigan (Taxation Section) 
 
   Michigan Association of Certified Public Accountants 
 
   American Institute of Certified public Accountants 
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Community 
   Involvement  Porter Hills Presbyterian Village (Past Chairman of the Board) 
  

Grand Rapids Rotary (Treasurer) 
 
Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce Foundation  (Treasurer) 
 
West Michigan Estate Planning Council ( Past President) 
 
Grand Rapids Rotary Foundation  (Board Member) 
 

   Porter Hills Foundation  (Board Member) 
 
   Western Michigan University (Accounting  Advisory Council) 
 
   Grand Valley State University ( MST Advisory Council) 
 
Representative 

       Matters Companies receiving services would include the following:  Haworth, Wolverine World 
Wide, Lacks Industries, Gerber Products Company, Coil Anodizers, American Seating, 
Flexfab, Inc., Coles Quality Foods, Fox Distributing, Advance Packaging, Grand Rapids 
Label, Monarch Hydraulics, Behler-Young, Nicholas Plastics, Geostar Exploration, and 
Engine Power Components   


