
EUGENE ALKEMA 
 
 
Contact Information: 
 
E-mail:   ealkema@varnumlaw.com 
Office Telephone: 616/336-6604 
Office Facsimile:  616/336-7000 
Home Telephone:  616/676-1042 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Education 
   University of Michigan Law School 
   Ann Arbor, Michigan 
   J.D., 1955 

Associate Editor, Michigan Law Review, 1954 - 1955 
   Barristers Society 
   Order of the Coif 

Dean Henry Bates Award for Distinguished Legal Scholarship 
 

   University of Michigan 
   Ann Arbor, Michigan 
   B.A., 1953 
 
   Grand Rapids Junior College 
   Grand Rapids, Michigan 
   A.A., 1951 
 

Participant in Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies "Justice in  
    Society" and other seminars 

 
Legal 
   Employment  Varnum  
   Grand Rapids, Michigan  1955 
   Counsel  
    
   City Attorney 
   City of Grandville, Michigan, 1965 - 1990 
   City of Belding, Michigan, 1978 - 1990 
 
   Labor Relations Counsel 
   City of Grand Rapids, Michigan, since 1966 
 
   Admitted to Practice: 
   United States District Court for the Western District of Michigan  
   United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
   Michigan Supreme Court 
   All Michigan state courts 
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Practice 
   Areas   General Municipal Law, School Law and Public Labor Relations Law, including  
    public taxation, budgeting and finance, practice before zoning, planning  
    and other local and regional governmental bodies, employee grievance  
    and Act 312 interest arbitration, practice before the Michigan  
    Employment Relations Commission and Department of Civil Rights,  
    negotiation and administration of Collective Bargaining Contracts, Fact  
    Finding, Veteran's Preference Act, Civil Service and Teacher Tenure  
    Matters 
 
 
Honors   Listed in The Best Lawyers in America® since 1988 
 
Professional 
   Affiliations  Grand Rapids Bar Association 
 
   State Bar of Michigan (Public Corporation Law Section and Labor Law Section)  
 
   Industrial Relations Research Association 
 
   Michigan Public Labor Relations Association  
 
   Michigan Association of Municipal Attorneys 
 
   Michigan Association of School Attorneys 
 
Community 
   Involvement  Trinity Lutheran Church 
 
   Grand Rapids Council on World Affairs 
 
   University Club  
 
   Touchstone Innovare (a Community Mental Health Agency), (Director since  
        1992)  
 
   Michigan State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (Volunteer 

 reader) 
 
Publications and   
   Presentations  Speaker: 

 
Michigan Public Employer Labor Relations Association, "Management and  

Executive Employee Bargaining Units," 1990 
 

Michigan Public Employer Labor Relations Association, "AIDS Issues in the  
Workplace," 1988 

 
   Guest Lecturer, University of Michigan Law School Seminar on Negotiation,  

1987, 1988 
 

Michigan Library Association, "Employee Discipline and Discharge," 1987 
 

   Michigan Public Labor Relations Association, "Preparation for Collective  
          Bargaining,"  1984 
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Panelist, Varnum, Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett Annual Employment and  
Labor Relations Seminars, since 1983 

 
   Author: 
 

Contributing Columnist: 
 

   Varnum, Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett Labor Law Quarterly since 1986 
Varnum, Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett Intellectual Property Quarterly  
    1988 - 1995 
Grand Rapids Business Journal 
Grand Rapids Bar Association Newsletter 
 
"On Litigation," Michigan Bar Journal, September 1990 
 
"A Proposal to Amend Act 312," Michigan Coalition to Improve Public Safety  

Report, Spring 1988 
 
 


