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Contact Information

E-mail: laaten@varnumlaw.com
Office Telephone: 616/336-6528
Office Facsimile: 616/336-7000
Assistant: Dianne Freeman
Assistant E-mail: dsfreeman@varnumlaw.com
Assistant Telephone: 616/336-6898

Education Michigan State University College of Law 
East Lansing, Michigan
J.D., summa cum laude, 2008
Managing Editor, Michigan State Law Review
Best Oral Advocate; Research, Writing and Advocacy II Section
Recipient, MSU College of Law Merit Scholarship 

Michigan State University  
East Lansing, Michigan
B.A., Eli Broad College of Business, General Management, 2003
Additional Major, Economics, 2003
Graduated with highest honors
Deans List, 2000-2003
Recipient, Jeffery & Kathryn Cole International Study Award
Recipient, College of Social Science Study Abroad Grant
Recipient, Scheffel Undergraduate Business Scholarship

Legal
   Employment Varnum LLP

Grand Rapids, Michigan  2008
Associate

Michigan State University Office of the General Counsel
East Lansing, MI
Law Clerk, 2006-2008

House of Commons: Legal Services
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Law Clerk & Parliamentary Counsel, May - June 2006

Admitted to Practice: 
United States District Court for the Western District of Michigan
Michigan State Courts
Florida State Courts

Practice
   Areas Estate Planning, Elder Law
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Professional
  Affiliations Women Lawyers Association of Michigan - Western Region (President, 2011 -

2012; Vice President, 2010 - 2011)

State Bar of Michigan

State Bar of Florida

Grand Rapids Bar Association, Chair of the Probate and Estate Planning Section 

Inforum, Professional Women's Business Forum

Community
   Involvement Western Michigan Planned Giving Group

Partnership for Philanthropic Planning

Grand Rapids Economic Club

Heart of West Michigan United Way (Income Vision Council, Member; Finance 
& Audit Committee, Member)

Center for Community Leadership (Inside Grand Rapids Graduate)

Publications "Possession" and the Abandoned Shipwreck Act: Promoting the Discovery of 
Historic Shipwrecks and Preventing an Unconstitutional Destruction of Federal 
Admiralty Jurisdiction, 2007 Mich. St. L. Rev. 1017

Linsey Aten and Thomas Kyros, Give Courts Authority for Long-Term Trusts 
for Minors, MICHIGAN LAWYERS WEEKLY, Oct. 25, 2010.
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